
Margo Marshall School of Ballet

ABOUTTHESCHOOL

The Margo Marshall School of Ballet, founded in 1958 by Margo
Marshall, is a “professional school that has trained and produced more
than two hundred professional dancers, teachers and choreographers.”
The school is the home of City Ballet of Houston, an honor company of
Regional Dance America/Southwest.

Affiliation with the School and Company provides the serious inter-
mediate, advanced and professional level students with training and
performing experience plus opportunities to work with internationally
known teachers and choreographers.

Professional companies such as Boston Ballet, San Francisco Ballet,
the Joffrey Ballet, North Carolina School of the Arts, and the
Pennsylvania Ballet hold annual auditions at the school, scholarship-
ing and accepting students into their summer workshops, giving stu-
dents further professional exposure.

The School’s curriculum offers complete training for dancers from
preschool to the professional level. Classes are available for preschoolers,
children, teenagers and adults. All students are given the opportunity 
to participate in a stage performance every other year. In alternate years
special class demonstrations are presented in the studio for parents and
friends. Students, ages six and above, may audition for City Ballet of
Houston’s annual production of “Nutcracker.”

Classes are offered year-round in spacious studios, equipped with
specially designed floors ensuring the physical comfort and correct train-
ing of the dancers. All classes are taught by professional teachers under
the supervision of Margo Marshall.

School Curriculum

CHILDREN’SDIVISION

The Children’s Division begins with an introduction to ballet
in the Preschool Level, including tap and tumbling classes for
rhythm and coordination. Basics of ballet technique continue
in Levels A, B and C. The Intermediate Levels are for students
who have progressed beyond the basic levels and require a
minimum of three ballet classes per week. Jazz classes are
offered for ages 6 and up.

TEEN& ADULTDIVISION

Teen/Adult Beginner Ballet classes are offered in the
mornings and evenings for those with little or no bal-
let training. Intermediate and Advanced Level ballet
classes are offered in the mornings and evenings for
the advanced professional dancer, teacher or adult
wanting to maintain and/or continue the develop-
ment of their technique. Teen/Adult classes in jazz are
also available.

PROFESSIONALDIVISION

The Professional Division offers daily intensive
instruction at an advanced level for the serious stu-
dent who wishes to pursue a career in dance, or for
professional dancers to continue their training. An
extension of this program includes performing oppor-
tunities with City Ballet of Houston.

Dance...

A WAY OF LIFE

Ballet is more than a classical dance; it is a way of life. Ballet develops poise, disci-
pline and personal fulfillment as well as appreciation of dance as an art form. Ballet,
the best all-round physical fitness program available, is hard work, striving and
achieving goals. A ballet dancer is an athlete of the arts.
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City Ballet of Houston has been dedicated to supporting youth and community

since its inception in 1958. It is recognized as a company that brings quality performances to the

community and prepares young dancers for professional careers.

Internationally known Artistic Director Margo Marshall along with Associate Artistic Director

Mary Elizabeth Arrington and Artistic Advisor Dennis Marshall continue to lead City Ballet of

Houston on a path of excellence, consisting of the highest quality performing and training stan-

dards. They are joined by an ever-growing host of renowned Artistic Advisors including Mr.

Frederic Franklin, distinguished choreographer and teacher; Ms. Anna-Marie Holmes, interna-

tional known principal dancer, teacher and former Artistic Director of Boston Ballet; Mr. Michael

Uthoff, Choreographer, former Principal Dancer of Joffrey Ballet and Artistic Director of Ballet

Arizona; Ms. Patricia Wilde, former Artistic Director of Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre and Alun Jones,

Choreographer and Artistic Director of Louisville Ballet.

The Artists-in-Residence form the nucleus of City Ballet. These dancers bring artistic and pro-

fessional experiences into the company, and provide inspiration and role models for the others.

This combination of experience and youthfulness gives the company a unique personality and a

rich educational environment. 

Dancers from City Ballet of Houston have joined numerous companies throughout the coun-

try including Atlanta Ballet, American Ballet Theatre, Ballet Austin, Ballet de Santiago, Boston

Ballet, Chicago City Ballet, Cincinnati Ballet, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Pittsburgh Ballet Theater,

Sacramento Ballet, San Francisco Ballet, Tennessee Festival Ballet and Tulsa Ballet Theatre. City

Ballet of Houston produces a variety of performances and educational functions throughout the

year in the greater Houston and Galveston areas. 

Since 1978 City Ballet of Houston has delighted audiences with their productions of

Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker” staged by Frederic Franklin.

Starting in 1986 The Houston Independent School District, Houston Parks and Recreation

Department, the Cultural Arts Council of Houston and Inner City Productions have sponsored

City Ballet of Houston’s “Special Annual Nutcracker” performances for inner city school children.

Beginning in 1978 City Ballet of Houston has brought world renowned teachers and choreog-

raphers to Houston to teach in City Ballet’s annual summer workshop and master classes to the

company. These teachers and choreographers have included Olga Baltacheyeva, Pavel Fomin,

Luis Fuente, Anna-Marie Holmes, Alun Jones, Ted Kivett, Elvira Kokorina, John Magnus,

Alexander Minz, Yuli Pandi, Michael Phillips, Michael Uthoff, Bruce Wells, Alan Hineline, Roni

Mahler, Soili Arvola-Leo Ahonen and Margo Sappington.

City Ballet of Houston is a not-for-profit organization and depends on public support and phil-

anthropic support. The donations of many hours of service from an active board, along with par-

ents and other volunteers, ensures the continued success of the company.

City Ballet of Houston is a Charter Member, and an Honor Company of the Regional Dance

America/Southwest.




